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 TITLE 4 
 JUDICIAL - ARBITRATION 
 
RULE 4.0010 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Judicial Arbitration Program is administered by the following persons who are known 
as Arbitration Administrators  
 
Court Executive Officer (Riverside) 
4050 Main Street 
Riverside, CA  92501 
(951) 955-1739 
 
Regional Court Administrator (Desert) 
46-200 Oasis Street, Room 103 
Indio, CA  92201 
(760) 863-8329 
 
A. All documents, correspondence and inquiries regarding arbitration shall be directed 

to the appropriate Arbitration Administrator's Office as listed above. 
 
B. Policies and procedures as to Judicial Arbitration may be established by the 

Arbitration Committee of the Riverside County Superior Court. 
 
C. No attorney available for appointment as an arbitrator shall employ stationery or 

business cards stating or implying endorsement or recommendation by the court to 
so act.   

 
(Adopted 1-1-86; Amended 10-23-93, eff. 1-1-94; amended 4-1-95, eff. 7-1-95; 
amended 10-17-98, eff. 1-1-99; area code corrected 1-1-05.) 

 
 
RULE 4.0015 
ARBITRATION 
 
A. If a case is not exempt from arbitration, the court in the Case Management Order 

may order the case to arbitration and fix the time for completion of arbitration.  
Except as provided in California Rules of Court 1600.5, all limited civil cases shall be 
ordered to arbitration.   
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B. Counsel or a party in pro per not appearing at the Status Conference or Case 
Management Conference may be deemed to have waived the right to participate in 
the process of selection of the arbitrator and alternate. 

 
C. Upon completion of the selection process the administrator shall cause Notice of 

Assignment of Arbitrator to be served by mail on each party and the arbitrator, and 
shall calendar a review date for 30 days after the completion date to insure that an 
award has been entered.  

 
D. All arbitration hearings shall be held within the County of Riverside unless the 

parties and the arbitrator otherwise stipulate.   
 
E. If after arbitration, a Request for Trial de Novo is timely filed, the case will be 

returned to the assigned department for further proceedings. 
 
(Adopted 1-1-86; amended 10-21-89, effective 1-1-90; amended 11-17-92, eff. 1-1-93; 
amended 10-23-93, eff. 1-1-94; amended 4-1-95, eff. 7-1-95; amended 5-10-02, 
effective 7-1-02; amended 10-18-02, effective 1-1-03) 

 
RULE 4.0020 
REMOVAL FROM CIVIL ACTIVE LIST 
 
(Deleted 4-17-99, eff. 7-1-99) 
 
RULE 4.0021 
VACATION OF ORDER SUBMITTING CASE TO ARBITRATION 
 
Upon the filing of a document adding another party, after the matter has been ordered to 
Arbitration, the clerk shall vacate that order and set a Case Management Conference in  
the assigned department, thirty (30) days from the filing of the document and give notice 
thereof.    
 
(Added 4-25-98, eff. 7-1-98; amended 10-30-99; eff. 1-1-00; amended 10-18-02, effective 
1-1-03) 
 
RULE 4.0025 
DE NOVO 
 
(Adopted 1-1-86; Amended 10-21-89, eff. 1-1-90; amend. 11-7-92, eff. 1-1-93; deleted 10-
23-93, eff. 1-1-94) 



 Superior Court of California 
 County of Riverside 
 

4 -- 4 

RULE 4.0027 
CONTINUANCE OF ARBITRATION HEARING 
A. Requests for continuances of arbitration hearings shall comply with Rule 3.817 of 

the California Rules of Court.  Such requests shall be submitted to the arbitrator at 
least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of hearing. 

 
B. The arbitrator may grant a request for continuance which is not submitted within the 

time specified in Section A.  Such action shall be conditioned on party or parties 
payment of the arbitrator's fees.   

 
(Added 10-21-89, eff. 1-1-90; amended 11-7-92, effective 1-1-93; CRC Rule number 
corrected 1-1-07) 

 
RULE 4.0028 
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR MEANINGFULLY PARTICIPATE IN ARBITRATION 
PROCEDURES 
 
A. For the willful failure to meaningfully participate in arbitration proceedings the Court, 

on noticed motion, may impose sanctions; including arbitrator's fees, attorney's fees 
and costs, and dismissal. 

 
1. The following inter alia may be considered failures to meaningfully participate 

in arbitration: 
 

a) Non-appearance, at the time set for hearing, of any person necessary 
to proceed to a meaningful conclusion.  (Phone calls to the arbitrator 
at the time set for hearing will not be deemed an appearance.) 

 
b) Failure to offer any evidence or rebuttal. 

 
c) Submission of a motion to continue the arbitration hearing less than 

five days before the scheduled date, except upon a showing of good 
cause. 

 
d) Direct contact with the arbitrator without notice to all parties except to 

set or confirm a hearing date. 
 

e) Failure to complete arbitration within time fixed therefor. 
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B. In the event of such failure to meaningfully participate, a party or the arbitrator may 

present a declaration to the Court requesting sanctions against the offending party 
or attorney.  The declaration shall be lodged with the arbitration administrator, and 
an order to show cause shall be issued and set for hearing.  

 
(Added 10-21-89, eff. 1-1-90; amend 11-7-92, eff 1-1-93) 

 
RULE 4.0030 
FORM OF AWARD 
 
The award of the arbitrator may be submitted in the following form: 
 
 
 SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 FOR THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE 
 

) 
) 

Plaintiff(s),   )  No. 
) 
)  AWARD OF  
)  ARBITRATOR 

vs.     ) 
) 
) 

Defendant(s)   ) 
) 

                              _________________) 
 

The undersigned arbitrator, having been 1) appointed pursuant to Sections 1141.10 
and 1141.18 Code of Civil Procedure and Rule 3.815 California Rules of Court, 2) duly 
sworn pursuant to Rule 3.814, and, having heard the cause on             , ___  , and 
considered the evidence of the parties, makes the following awards as to all claims 
submitted to arbitration: 
 
 
 
Date: __________________    ___________________ 

Arbitrator 
(Adopted 1-1-86; CRC number corrected 1-1-07) 
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RULE 4.0035 
AWARD 
 
The arbitrator shall file the award with the Arbitration Administrator and if no timely request 
for trial de novo shall be filed, the Clerk shall enter judgment on the Award 30 days 
thereafter.  
 
(Adopted 1-1-86; amended 11-7-92, effective 1-1-93) 
 
RULE 4.0040 
REIMBURSEMENT OF ARBITRATION FEES TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY 
 
A. Presentation of Order.  In cases in which reimbursement of the arbitration fee to the 

County has been ordered by the Court under Section 1141.21 CCP, the party 
directed to prepare the formal order or judgment, after the trial de novo, shall 
provide for such fee reimbursement therein and shall serve a copy of the Order or 
Judgment on the Arbitration Administrator of this Court. 

 
B. Reimbursement.  Reimbursement of the arbitrator's fee shall be made payable to 

the County of Riverside/Arbitration Program, and shall be delivered to the Arbitration 
Administrator. 

 
C. Satisfaction.  Upon receipt of said reimbursement, the Arbitration Administrator shall 

file a Satisfaction of Judgment in accordance with Code of Civil Procedure, Section 
724.010. 

 
D. Failure to Reimburse.  Should reimbursement of the arbitrator's fee not be received 

within forty-five days of the date of the court order/judgment under Section 1141.21, 
the Arbitration Administrator shall use all available legal remedies to enforce the 
judgment/order. 

 
(Adopted 1-1-86) 
 
RULE 4.0060 
ARBITRATOR'S FEES 
 
(Adopted 1-1-86; Moved to Title 1 (Rule 1.0066) 10-17-98, effective 1-1-99.) 
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